
Federal Minister of Minorities Affairs Pakistan Shahbaz Bhatti's visit to 

Canada: 

 

On February 7th and 8th honourable Mr.Shahbaz Bhatti Federal Minister of Minorities 

Affairs visited Ottawa. Mr.Peter Bhatti (Chairman International Christian Voice) and Pervez 

Masih (President International Christian Voice) were accompanying Minister Bhatti. 

During his trip, Minister Bhatti had the chance to meet with the Right Honourable Prime 

Minister Harper, Foreign Affairs Minister Lawrence Cannon, several parliamentarians and local 

religious and community leaders to discuss Canada – Pakistan relations, as well as the status of 

ethnic and religious minorities. 

 

While being interviewed by the media, Minister Bhatti said he will continue to speak up for 
freedoms of religion and expression against Pakistan’s blasphemy law. Nobody in Pakistan 
speaks against Islam. Nobody has intentions to insult the prophet of Islam or the holy books.  
This law is misused to take revenge.   
 

 

According to a spokesman for the prime minister, the two men discussed the importance 

of standing up for the rights of religious minorities. Bhatti also thanked Harper and immigration 

Minister Jason Kenney for their support of minority rights.  



  After meeting with Minister Shahbaz Bhatti the Honourable Jason Kenney said "Over the 
past two days, I have had the great honour of hosting Pakistan's brave Minister of Minorities, 
Shahbaz Bhatti. I salute Minister Bhatti for his courageous work to promote religious freedom 
and human rights in Pakistan and around the world. His visit gave us an opportunity to discuss 
the importance of protecting vulnerable religious minorities at home and abroad.” 

Lawrence Cannon, Canada’s Minister of Foreign Affairs discussed the current situation in 
Pakistan with Minister Bhatti and expressed support for the Government of Pakistan. He 
outlined Canada's concerns regarding Pakistan's current blasphemy laws, the death sentence 
handed to Asia Bibi and the situation of minorities in Pakistan.  

MP Candice Hoeppner said: “I was honoured to meet Minister Bhatti and discuss the 
issues of minority rights. Minister Bhatti is a man of unwavering faith and conviction. He has 
refused to back down from his fight despite threats from pro-Taliban thugs who seek to 
persecute the minorities’ in Pakistan.”  

“I am proud to be a part of a government who stands up for the rights of religious minorities. 
Cases like those of Mrs. Bibi's are unacceptable and I am committed to standing in solidarity 
with Minister Bhatti and all those who seek to protect the religious freedoms of all faiths," said 
Hoeppner.  
 

          Minister Bhatti also attended Kashmir Solidarity Day in the high commission office. His 
Excellency Akbar Zeb, high commissioner for Pakistan, also arranged a lunch in honour of Mr. 
Bhatti. It was also attended by Hon. Jason Kenney, members of the Canadian Parliament and 
other high officials.  

 

  
 


